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How to defend companies during and after a high 
profile internal investigation

Top considerations for jury voir dire in catastrophic 
injury cases

Best defense strategies when even the best warnings 
are not enough to make a product safe

The latest in sports concussion litigation

How the post-Scalia Supreme Court could affect 
product liability defendants

What 
You Will 
Learn

1 Review the brochure and identify sessions of interest to you

2 Share this brochure with colleagues

3 Register online or complete the form in the back

4 Download the DRI App    and 
make use of its features to get the most out of this program

5 Share on social media     
Get 
Started

Maximize Your DRI Seminar Experience
No one gets you connected like DRI.

Use the DRI App to customize your schedule, view course materials, and communicate with 
fellow attendees and speakers.

Access the DRI Product Liability Committee Community to network with individual members. 
Share articles, post blogs, and connect with others on the latest trends in your area of 
practice.

Discover the  DRI Client Connection—meet in-house and claims professional 
registrants and speakers.
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P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

6:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 p.m. Networking Reception

SPONSORED BY Hartline Dacus Barger Dreyer LLP
 MRC—Medical Research 

Consultants
7:30 p.m. Dine-Arounds  | Join colleagues and friends 

at selected restaurants for dinner (on your 
own). More details on-site.

7:30 p.m. Young Lawyers Dinner  (see page 8)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8

Device Charging Kiosk in Exhibit Hall
SPONSORED BY Greenberg Traurig LLP

Device Charging Station in General Session
SPONSORED BY Dentons
Wireless Access
SPONSORED BY Butler Snow LLP

7:15 a.m. Registration
7:15 a.m. Continental Breakfast

SPONSORED BY Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins Gunn 
& Dial LLC

7:15 a.m. First-Time Attendees Breakfast
Anne M. Talcott , Schwabe Williamson & 
Wyatt PC, Portland, OR

8:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction
John (Jack) J. Laffey , Laffey Leitner & 
Goode LLC, Milwaukee, WI

Gretchen N. Miller , Greenberg Traurig LLP, 
Chicago, IL

8:30 a.m. Keynote and Ethics Address: 
Defending Manufacturers Following 
an Internal Investigation
In the wake of the financial crisis, corporate 
scandals, and mass recalls, the government 
relies increasingly on criminal enforcement 
tools, including requiring “robust and speedy” 
internal investigations. Hear a discussion of the 
ethical issues that arise when defending a com-
pany that has been required to submit an inter-
nal investigation report for public viewing.

Anton R. Valukas , Jenner & Block, Chicago, IL

9:30 a.m. Young Lawyers Blockbuster  (see below)

9:30 a.m. When Are Product Warnings Not 
Enough to Make a Product Safe?
In 2011 the CPSC, upon reports of children sustain-
ing severe injuries from swallowing Buckyballs, 
concluded that no warning could rectify the haz-
ards posed by the small, high- powered magnets. 
Hear from the expert who conducted the human 
factors and warnings analysis that informed one 
of the CPSC’s most divisive decisions.

J. Paul Frantz, PhD, CPSM, CPE , Applied Safety 
+ Ergonomics, Ann Arbor, MI

YOUNG LAWYERS BLOCKBUSTER Wednesday, February 8, 9:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

9:30 a.m. Opening Remarks and Introductions
Brannon J. Arnold , Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins 
Gunn & Dial LLC, Atlanta, GA

Daniel J. Kain , Littleton Joyce Ughetta Park & 
Kelly LLP, Radnor PA

9:40 a.m. Settlement Strategy: Perspective from 
the Client and Tips from Outside Counsel

Kathleen Anne Jackson , Cummins Inc., 
Indianapolis, IN

Patrick H. Reilly , Faegre Baker Daniels LLP, 
Indianapolis, IN

10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break
10:30 a.m. How to Make the Client Happy: Tips 

from In-House Counsel to Foster an 
Effective Client Relationship

Jonathan Karas , Reliance Steel & 
Aluminum Co., Los Angeles, CA

Conor A. McLaughlin , Thompson Hine LLP, 
Cleveland, OH

Kyle D. Sandefur , Ford Motor Company, 
Dearborn, MI

11:05 a.m. Beyond Pleading: Courting Your Client with 
a Tailored Defense in a Multiparty Loss
Patrick P. Clyder , Swanson Martin & Bell LLP, 
Chicago, IL

Brian J. Hoffman , Kiewit Corp., Omaha, NE
11:40 a.m. What You and Your Clients Need 

to Know About Defending Product 
Liability Claims in Canada
Christopher Horkins , Cassels Brock & 
Blackwell LLP, Toronto, ON

12:15 p.m. Adjourn

Click on any speaker name to view bio.
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10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY Ericksen Arbuthnot
 Husch Blackwell LLP

10:45 a.m. Silent Recall or Product Improvement?
In-house counsel will discuss the factors that 
must be considered in determining whether post-
sale duties arise from product improvements.

MODERATOR | Lindsay Lorimer , McMillan LLP, 
Toronto, ON

PANEL

Sean Beckstrom , Newell Brands Inc., 
Atlanta, GA

Amy E. Neff , Evenflo Company Inc., 
Miamisburg, OH

James (Jim) J. Walter , Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

11:30 a.m. Quick Hits: Technology Is Everywhere
Fitness Trackers: How is the information they 
provide being used in litigation and how can 
the liability issues that they trigger be avoided?

Carol P. Michel , Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins 
Gunn & Dial LLC, Atlanta, GA

Recent Trends in Smart Products: From cars to 
baby monitors, as products get smarter, so do the 
hackers. Hear the latest trends in liability issues.

Samuel L. Sharpless, PE, CFEI , Rimkus 
Consulting Group Inc., Altamonte Springs, FL

Citizen Enforcers, Consumer Activists and 
“Mommy Bloggers”: How are these social 
media advocates affecting the potential liability 
of product manufacturers?

Edward B. Chansky , Greenberg Traurig LLP, 
Las Vegas, NV

12:15 p.m. Lunch  (on your own)
12:15 p.m. SLG Lunch Arounds  (see page 8)
12:15 p.m. Women in the Law Lunch  (see page 8)
1:45p.m. Specialized Litigation Groups Session I   

(see page 5)
3:45 p.m. Refreshment Break

SPONSORED BY McMillan LLP
 Baker Donelson Bearman 

Caldwell & Berkowitz PC

4:15 p.m. Keynote Address: The Post-Scalia Court
Dean Erwin Chemerinsky will share his insights 
about the post- Scalia Supreme Court.

Erwin Chemerinsky , University of California 
Irvine School of Law, Irvine, CA

5:15 p.m. Product Liability Committee Meeting   
(open to all)

6:15 p.m. Networking Reception
SPONSORED BY Hanson Bridgett LLP
 Robson Forensic

7:45 p.m. SLG Dine-Arounds  | Join SLG Leaders, 
colleagues and friends at selected restaurants 
for a no-host dinner. More details on-site.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Device Charging Kiosk in Exhibit Hall
SPONSORED BY Greenberg Traurig LLP

Device Charging Station in General Session
SPONSORED BY Dentons
Wireless Access
SPONSORED BY Butler Snow LLP

7:15 a.m. Registration
7:15 a.m. Continental Breakfast

SPONSORED BY Frost Brown Todd LLC
8:15 a.m. Announcements

Gretchen N. Miller , Greenberg Traurig LLP, 
Chicago, IL

8:30 a.m. Chevron Corp. v. Donziger, et al.
Hear how the Chevron legal team used cut foot-
age from a documentary and other key evidence 
to expose “The Legal Fraud of the Century.”

Jose Luis Martin , Chevron Corp., 
San Ramon, CA

9:15 a.m. Defending Product Labeling Claims
In-house counsel will discuss what companies 
must consider in developing product labels and 
strategies for defending lawsuits.

MODERATOR | Richard Fama , Cozen O’Connor, 
New York, NY

PANEL

Shayon T. Smith , The Hershey Co., 
Hershey, PA

Jaclyn Ann Bryk Welsh ,  
The JM Smucker Co., Orrville, OH

Bettina W. Yip , Pet Food Express, 
Oakland, CA

10:00 a.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY Burr & Forman
 L.A. Wojcik & Associates LLC

10:30 a.m. Corporate Counsel Roundtable  (open to 
in-house counsel and claims professionals 
only) (see page 4)
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10:30 a.m. Case Law Update
Join us for a quick and entertaining tour of the 
last 12 months of cases from across the country.

D. Christopher Robinson , Frost Brown Todd LLC, 
Louisville, KY

11:00 a.m. Jury Selection for the Catastrophic 
Injury Case, Part I (Live Mock Voir Dire)
What are the best ways to weed out prob-
lem jurors, identify jurors who might champion 
your case, and tackle sensitive issues that arise 
in the catastrophic injury case? 

R. Dennis Donoghue , Donoghue & 
Associates Inc., Chicago, IL

Sandra Giannone Ezell , Bowman and 
Brooke LLP, Richmond, VA

John R. Woodard III , Coffey Senger & McDaniel, 
Tulsa, OK

12:00 p.m. Lunch  (on your own)

12:00 p.m. SLG Lunch Arounds  | Join colleagues and 
friends at selected restaurants for lunch (on 
your own). More details on-site.

12:00 p.m. Diversity and Inclusion Lunch  (see page 8)

1:30 p.m. Jury Selection for the Catastrophic Injury 
Case, Part II (Debriefing and Deliberation)
How did each lawyer’s mock voir dire affect the 
jurors’ views, and did the examinations reveal 
what they needed to know? 

R. Dennis Donoghue , Donoghue and 
Associates Inc., Chicago, IL

Sandra Giannone Ezell , Bowman and 
Brooke LLP, Richmond, VA

John R. Woodard III , Coffey Senger & McDaniel, 
Tulsa, OK

2:15 p.m. Sports Concussion Litigation
Hear a discussion of the issues surrounding con-
cussion litigation, and the effect that medical sci-
ence will have on the future of these cases.

LaKeisha C. Marsh , Akerman LLP, Chicago, IL

3:00 p.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt

3:30 p.m. Specialized Litigation Groups Session II   
(see pages 5–6)

5:30 p.m. Adjourn
5:30 p.m. Blue Zone Activity  (see page 8)
6:30 p.m. Networking Reception

SPONSORED BY ESI

9:30 p.m.–11:30 p.m.  
Products Goes Bowling at 
Brooklyn Bowl!  (see page 8)
SPONSORED BY ESI

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10

Device Charging Kiosk in Exhibit Hall
SPONSORED BY Greenberg Traurig LLP

Device Charging Station in General Session
SPONSORED BY Dentons
Wireless Access
SPONSORED BY Butler Snow LLP

7:15 a.m. Registration
7:15 a.m. Continental Breakfast

SPONSORED BY Hiltgen & Brewer PC
 Naman Howell Smith & Lee PLLC

8:15 a.m. Specialized Litigation Groups Session III   
(see page 7)

10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break
10:30 a.m. Specialized Litigation Groups Session IV   

(see pages 7–8)
12:30 p.m. Adjourn
2:00 p.m. Community Service Project  (see page 8)

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers

CORPORATE COUNSEL 
ROUNDTABLE   
Thursday February 9, 10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
 (Open to in-house counsel and claims professionals only)

10:30 a.m. Opening Remarks and Introductions
Kristen Elizabeth Dennison , CNH 
Industrial America LLC, New Holland, PA

Kathleen Anne Jackson , Cummins Inc., 
Indianapolis, IN

10:35 a.m. Understanding the Complicated Nuances of 
the Attorney–Client Privilege as It Relates 
to Internal Company Communications: How 
to Invoke, Preserve and Communicate the 
Privilege Operationally to Internal Clients
MODERATOR | E. Todd Presnell , Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings LLP, Nashville, TN

PANEL

Kristen Elizabeth Dennison , CNH 
Industrial America LLC, New Holland, PA

Amy Mass , The Hanover Insurance Group, 
Howell, MI

W. Jeffrey Sefton , Cintas Corp., Mason, OH

11:30 a.m. Roundtable Discussion

12:00 p.m. Adjourn
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S P E C I A L I Z E D  L I T I G AT I O N  G R O U P S  S E S S I O N S

SLG Session I  
Wednesday, February 8, 1:45 p.m.–3:45 p.m.

Joint Session

A G R I C U L T U R A L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  M I N I N G 
A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  E Q U I P M E N T  ( A C M I E )
CHAIR |  Michael E. McWilliams , Butler Snow LLP, 

Ridgeland, MS
VICE CHAIR |  C. Dewayne Lonas , Moran Reeves Conn, 

Richmond, VA

S C A F F O L D I N G  C R A N E  A N D 
A E R I A L  D E V I C E S  ( S C A D )
CHAIR |    Spencer S. Adams , Hyster-Yale Group Inc., 

Fairview, OR
VICE CHAIR |  Sean W. Shirley , Balch & Bingham LLP, 

Birmingham, AL

On the Horizon or Already Here? The Use 
of Object Detection Systems to Improve 
“Communication” Between Man and Machine

Michael T. Flynn , Joy Global Inc., Milwaukee, WI

Jury Swayed by Sway in I Beam Failure: An 
Analysis and Live Demonstration of a Jury Trial 
from the Lawyers and Experts Involved

Roland J. Amundsen , Kring & Chung Attorneys LLP, 
Irvine, CA
Jeffrey A. Travis, PE, SE , Exponent, Warrenville, IL

Are Confidential Pre-suit Investigations 
Actually Confidential? Understanding the 
Unsettled Privilege of Self-Critical Analysis

Kathleen Ingram Carrington , Butler Snow LLP, 
Ridgeland, MS

Katelyn J. Flynn , Deere & Co., Moline, IL
Jennifer L. Hamilton , Deere & Co., Moline, IL

A V I A T I O N  &  A E R O S P A C E
CHAIR |  Steven F. Casey , Jones Walker LLP, Birmingham, AL
VICE CHAIR |  Michael G. Jones , Martin Pringle Oliver 

Wallace & Bauer LLP, Wichita, KS

Conflict in the Field: Federal Preemption After Sikkelee
Catherine B. Slavin , Gordon Rees Scully 
Mansukhani LLP, Philadelphia, PA

Where’s the Dance and Who Will Be on the Floor? 
Recent Changes in Jurisdictional Law and Enduring 
Challenges in Managing Aviation Experts

Matthew D. Flesher , Textron Aviation Inc., 
Wichita, KS

M A S S  T O R T  &  C L A S S  A C T I O N S
CHAIR |  Anthony (Tony) Sammons , Dinsmore & 

Shohl LLP, Lexington, KY
VICE CHAIR |  Nilda M. Isidro , GOODWIN, New York, NY

Exposure Is Not Causation: How Recent 
Rulings Are Changing the Standards Applied 
to Experts and How to Challenge Them

Jay Evans , Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, 
Pittsburgh, PA

Cybersecurity and Mass Tort Liability: How the 
Medical Device Industry Became a Target for 
Hackers, Lawsuits, and Regulations—Lessons 
Learned for All Products with Technology

Abby L. Sacunas , Cozen O’Connor, Philadelphia, PA

R E C R E A T I O N A L  P R O D U C T S
CHAIR |  Clinton (Clint) F. Fletcher , Nall & Miller LLP, 

Atlanta, GA
VICE CHAIR |  Peter J. Henein , Cassels Brock & 

Blackwell LLP, Toronto, ON

Easy Rider—Head Out on the Highway: 
A Discussion of Strategies and Challenges 
for Dealing with Motorcycle Litigation

Jerry K. Hashimura , Suzuki Motor of 
America Inc., Brea, CA

Diplomatic Immunity! A Discussion of 
Recreational Immunity Statutes

John P. Buckley , Western National 
Insurance Group, Edina, MN

The Future Is Here: Using Robots and Other State-
of-the-Art Technology to Test Recreational Vehicles

Douglas R. Morr, MS, PE , S-E-A Ltd., Columbus, OH

SLG Session II 
Thursday, February 9, 3:30 pm.–5:30 p.m.

C O N S U M E R  G O O D S  A N D  O F F I C E 
E Q U I P M E N T  ( C G O E )
CHAIR |  Paul F. Gordon , Foland Wickens Eisfelder Roper 

& Hofer PC, Kansas City, MO
VICE CHAIR |  Denise Brinker Bense , Cozen O’Connor, 

Philadelphia, PA

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers
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Junk Science Got You Down? Trade Groups Rise Up 
to the Challenge to Battle Litigation and Regulation

William Perdue , American Home Furnishings Alliance, 
High Point, NC
Michael J. Sullivan , Womble Carlyle Sandridge & 
Rice LLP, Atlanta, GA

Ethics Issues Raised by the Retention of Outside 
Counsel: Balancing Client Requirements, Ethical 
Obligations, and Realities of Practice

Jessica Kozlov Davis , Pepper Hamilton LLP, 
Philadelphia, PA

Slack Fill Packaging Claims—Empty Threats or 
Full of Danger? Discussion of the Recent Growth of 
Consumer Class Actions Based on Slack Fill Packaging

Jennifer Quinn-Barabanov , Steptoe & Johnson LLP, 
Washington, DC

Joint Session

F I R E  S C I E N C E  &  L I T I G A T I O N
CHAIR |  Thomas J. (TJ) Jarzyniecki, Jr. , Kightlinger & 

Gray LLP, Indianapolis, IN
VICE CHAIR |  Mark D. Katz , Coronado Katz LLC, 

Kansas City, MO

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L E G A L  I S S U E S
CHAIR |  Sandra L. Corbett, QC , Field Law, Edmonton, AB
VICE CHAIR |  Rosangela Delgado Barreto , 

Veirano Advogados, Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

Expert Testimony Around the World:  
Don’t Roll the Dice with the Wrong Expert!

Jeannine L. Lee , Stinson Leonard Street LLP, 
Minneapolis, MN
John A. Olah , Beard Winter LLP, Toronto, ON
Martha Sue Warren , Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, 
Kansas City, MO

Don’t Gamble on Which Fire Investigation Standards 
Will Apply to Your Case: Recent Changes to Fire 
Investigation Standards as Defined by NFPA 921 and 1033

Charles (Randy) R. Watson, IAAI-CFI, CFEI, CVFI, CFII , 
S-E-A Ltd., Duluth, GA

Discovery Issues: Can Foreign Manufacturers 
Still Hold Their Cards Close to the Vest?

Jonathan Hodes , Miller Thomson LLP, Vancouver, BC
Emily M. Knott , Deere & Co., Moline, IL

Facundo Viel Temperley , Marval O’Farrell & Mairal, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina

F O O D  L A W
CHAIR |  Glenn S. Kerner , GOODWIN, New York, NY
VICE CHAIR |  Lisa Parliament , McMillan LLP, Toronto, ON

New Developments in Food Law
Nilda M. Isidro , GOODWIN, New York, NY

Labeling, Regulations, and Litigation
Jill M. Irvin , Bumble Bee Foods, San Diego, CA
Scott Kirkpatrick , Coca-Cola Refreshments CA, 
Toronto, ON
William R. Seale , Bush Brothers & Co., 
Knoxville, TN

Dealing with Social Media:  
Impact on Industry and Consumers

Jill M. Irvin , Bumble Bee Foods, San Diego, CA
Scott Kirkpatrick , Coca-Cola Refreshments CA, 
Toronto, ON
William R. Seale , Bush Brothers & Co., 
Knoxville, TN

H A N D  &  P O W E R  T O O L S
CHAIR |  Christopher S. Branton , Hill Ward Henderson, 

Tampa, FL
VICE CHAIR |  Andrea Studley Knowles , Sugarman Rogers 

Barshak & Cohen PC, Boston, MA

Preparing Foreign Witnesses to Testify: 
Challenges and Best Practices Inherent in 
Preparing Foreign Witnesses to Testify

Anthony V. Agudelo , Sugarman Rogers Barshak & 
Cohen PC, Boston, MA

Mark A. Rowe , Techtronic Industries 
Power Equipment, Anderson, SC

The Evolving Nature of Opinions Interpreting 
the Duty to Warn of the Dangers of 
Another Manufacturer’s Product

Joseph W. Hovermill , Miles & Stockbridge PC, 
Baltimore, MD

Anatomy of a Claim for Reimbursement 
of Costs Associated with a Voluntary or 
Mandatory Recall or Corrective Action

Beth Schneider Naylor , Frost Brown Todd LLC, 
Cincinnati, OH

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers
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SLG Session III 
Friday, February 10, 8:15 a.m.–10:15 a.m.

A U T O M O T I V E
CHAIR |  Glenn M. Zakaib , Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, 

Toronto, ON
CO-CHAIR |    Anthony Michael Ruffolo , Honda 

Canada Inc., Markham, ON
VICE CHAIR |  Jodi Dyan Oley , Eckert Seamans Cherin & 

Mellott LLC, Philadelphia, PA

Tomorrow’s Cars and Trucks:  
Putting the Driver in the Passenger Seat

David M. Cades, PhD , Exponent, Chicago, IL

The Virtual Law Firm: Why Playing Nice in the 
Sandbox Is Important to the Future of Your Practice

J. Randolph (Randy) Bibb, Jr. , Lewis Thomason, 
Nashville, TN

Anthony Michael Ruffolo , Honda Canada Inc., 
Toronto, ON

Dennis P. Ziemba , Eckert Seamans Cherin & 
Mellott LLC, Philadelphia, PA

C H E M I C A L / T O X I C  T O R T S
CHAIR |  Jennifer Quinn-Barabanov , Steptoe & 

Johnson LLP, Washington, DC
VICE CHAIR |  H. Lockwood (Chip) Miller III , 

Goldberg Segalla, Newark, NJ

Genetics, Genomics and Epigenomics: 
Implications for the Courtroom and Beyond

E. Paige Sensenbrenner , Adams and Reese LLP, 
New Orleans, LA
Leonel (Len) M. van Zyl, PhD , ArrayXpress Inc., 
Raleigh, NC

M A N U F A C T U R E R S ’  R I S K
CHAIR |  Sara M. Turner , Baker Donelson Bearman 

Caldwell & Berkowitz PC, Birmingham, AL
VICE CHAIR |  Joshua H. Abramson , Porzio Bromberg & 

Newman PC, New York, NY

Using Industry Standards and Product 
Reporting as Critical Defenses

Timothy R. Freeman , Sedgwick LLP, Newark, NJ
Eric L. Probst , Porzio Bromberg & Newman PC, 
Morristown, NJ

T R I A L  T E C H N I Q U E S  &  T E C H N O L O G Y
CHAIR |  Justin D. Howard , McGuireWoods LLP, Raleigh, NC
VICE CHAIR |  Jonathan E. Hall , Parker Poe Adams & 

Bernstein LLP, Raleigh, NC

Taking Product Liability Cases to Trial: In-House 
Counsel Perspectives on Decisions to Roll the Dice

Jonathan E. Hall , Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, 
Raleigh, NC

Brian P. Roche , Riddell Inc., Rosemont, IL
David P. Stankovich , Werner Co., Greenville, PA

SLG Session IV 
Friday, February 10, 10:30 a.m–12:30 p.m.

B I O M E C H A N I C S  &  I N J U R Y  C A U S A T I O N
CHAIR |  Marie E. Chafe , Cornell & Gollub, Boston, MA
VICE CHAIR |  John (Jay) R. Reid, Jr. , McDonald Toole & 

Wiggins PA, Orlando, FL

Can You See It Now? Benefits and Challenges 
of Using 3D Printing to Create Injury 
Causation and Analysis Exhibits for Trial

Cynthia M. Day, MD , Biodynamic Research Corp., 
San Antonio, TX
Craig L. Winterman , Herzfeld & Rubin LLP, 
Los Angeles, CA

The NHTSA Decision Tree and Its Effects on 
Biomechanics Analysis in the NCAP Program

Christopher J. Bonanti, MEng , Engineering 
Systems Inc., Washington, DC

B U I L D I N G  P R O D U C T S
CHAIR |  Mark D. Shifton , Seiger Gfeller Laurie LLP, 

Princeton, NJ
VICE CHAIR |  Harris Neal Feldman , Parker McCay, 

Mount Laurel, NJ

Update on the Use of the Economic Loss 
Doctrine When Defending Claims Against 
Building Products Manufacturers

Harris Neal Feldman , Parker McCay, Mount Laurel, NJ
Jeff G. Harmeyer , Harmeyer Law Group APC, 
San Diego, CA

Andrew M. Rink , JELD-WEN Inc., Charlotte, NC

The Role of Cement in Construction and Product 
Liability Cases—Engineering Principles and Concepts

James S. Cohen, PE , Thornton Tomasetti, Newark, NJ
Michael Parrish , Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP, 
Vancouver, BC

 Denotes THE DRI CLIENT CONNECTION: In-house and 
claims professional speakers
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Where Do Products Liability Claims Fit 
in Complex Construction Cases?

R. Matthew Cairns , Gallagher Callahan & Gartrell PC, 
Concord, NH

C H I L D R E N ’ S  P R O D U C T S
CHAIR |  Lindsay Lorimer , McMillan LLP, Toronto, ON
CO-CHAIR |    Amy E. Neff , Evenflo Company Inc. 

Miamisburg, OH
VICE CHAIR |  Merton (Mert) A. Howard , Hanson 

Bridgett LLP, San Francisco, CA

Tips, Best Practices, and Strategies Designed 
to Maintain and Improve Relationships 
and Services You Provide to Clients

Travis Jackson , Kids II Inc., Atlanta, GA
Mark W. Johnson , Newell Brands Inc., Atlanta, GA

No Good Recall Goes Unpunished: Dealing 
with the Press, Litigation, and Investigations in 
the Aftermath of a Recall Announcement

Theodore Dorenkamp III , Bowman and Brooke LLP, 
Minneapolis, MN

Travis Jackson , Kids II Inc., Atlanta, GA
Zach Olsen , Infinite Global, San Francisco, CA

Cheryl A. Possenti , Goldberg Segalla, Buffalo, NY
James (Jim) J. Walter , Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

Toying with Information: What Manufacturers and 
Other Companies Should Do to Protect Against Data 
Breaches with More Toys and Consumer Products 
Using Internet Connectivity and Data Collection

Shelley G. Hurwitz , Holland & Knight LLP, 
Los Angeles, CA
Ryan Mrazik , Perkins Coie LLP, Seattle, WA

E L E C T R O N I C  D I S C O V E R Y
CHAIR |  James (Jim) T. Irvin III , Nelson Mullins Riley & 

Scarborough LLP, Columbia, SC
VICE CHAIR |  Daniel M. Braude , Wilson Elser Moskowitz 

Edelman & Dicker LLP, White Plains, NY

E-Discovery Issues Arising from the Internet of Things
H. Michael O’Brien , Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman 
& Dicker LLP, White Plains, NY

Proportionality in Discovery: Methods to Minimize ESI 
Costs Following the 2015 Amendments to the FRCP

Marie-Claude Simard , Bombardier Recreational 
Products, Valcourt, QC

N E T W O R K I N G  E V E N T S

Tuesday, February 7
7:30 p.m. | Dine-Arounds | Join colleagues and friends at selected 
restaurants for dinner (on your own). More details on-site.

7:30 p.m. | Young Lawyers Dinner | Join leaders, colleagues, and 
friends from the Young Lawyers Committee for a no-host network-
ing dinner at Scarpetta. For more information contact Daniel Kain 
at daniel.kain@littletonjoyce.com or Brannon Arnold at barnold@
wwhgd.com.

Wednesday, February 8
12:15 p.m. | SLG Lunch Arounds | Join SLG Leaders, colleagues, and 
friends at selected restaurants for a no-host lunch. More details on-site.

12:15 p.m. | Women in the Law Lunch | Join colleagues and friends 
from the Women in the Law Committee at the Wicked Spoon restau-
rant within the Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas hotel. For more information 
or to sign-up please contact Heather Bub at hbub@salawus.com or 
Marie Chafe at mchafe@cornellgollub.com.

7:45 p.m. | SLG Dine-Arounds | Join SLG Leaders, colleagues, 
and friends at selected restaurants for a no-host dinner. More details 
on-site.

Thursday, February 9
12:00 p.m. | Diversity and Inclusion Lunch | Join colleagues and 
friends from the Diversity and Inclusion Committee for a no-host 
lunch at a nearby restaurant. For more information please contact 

Enjolique D. Aytch at enjolique.aytch@akerman.com or Derrick Had-
dox at dhaddox@smbtrials.com.

5:30 p.m. | Blue Zone Activity | Exercise and regenerate when 
you join committee leaders, fellow attendees, colleagues, and friends 
for a short walk or run outside the hotel. For more details please con-
tact Bob Love at rlove@blg.com.

9:30 p.m.–11:30 p.m. | Brooklyn Bowl Networking Bash | Join 
friends and colleagues at the DRI Product Liability Committee Annual 
Networking bash at the famed Las Vegas hot spot, Brooklyn Bowl. 
Named “one of the most incredible places on earth” by Rolling 
Stone, Brooklyn Bowl is a truly unforgettable experience, with allur-
ing beats, eclectic eats, bang-up bowling (purely optional), and open 
bar. Located on the strip at the linq Hotel Promendade, walking dis-
tance from The Cosmopolitan Las Vegas. Don’t miss the fun, purchase 
your ticket today by checking the box on the registration form. Ticket 
cost: $40 per ticket (includes food, beverages, bowling lanes and 
shoe rental).

Friday, February 10
2:00 p.m. | Community Service Project | Join committee leaders, 
colleagues, and friends for a two-hour public service project at the Las 
Vegas Rescue Mission (a short cab ride from the hotel). Advanced regis-
tration required (please check box on registration page). For more infor-
mation please contact Michael Walker at mwalker@gwbplaw.com.
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CLE/Claims Adjusters Accreditation
This seminar has been approved for MCLE credit by the State Bar of 
California for up to 16.25 hours, including 2.0 hour of ethics credit. 
Accreditation has been requested from every state with mandatory 
continuing legal education (CLE) requirements. Certificates of atten-
dance will be provided to each attendee. Attendees are responsi-
ble for obtaining CLE credits from their respective states. Application 
has been made for continuing education for claims adjusters. Credit 
availability and requirements vary from state to state; please check 
the DRI website at dri.org for the latest information for your state.

Registration Policy
Save $100 when you register by January 16, 2017. (See the registra-
tion form for pricing.) The registration fee includes course materials, 
continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks, networking receptions, 
and access to the DRI App. If you wish to have your name appear 
on the registration list distributed at the conference and receive the 
course materials in advance, DRI must receive your registration by 
January 24, 2017 (please allow 10 days for processing). Registrations 
received after January 24, 2017, will be processed on-site.

Refund Policy
The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations received on or 
before January 24, 2017. Cancellations received after January 24 and 
on or before January 31, 2017, will receive a refund, less a $100 pro-
cessing fee. Cancellations made after January 31 will not receive a 
refund, but a $100 certificate good for any DRI seminar within the next 
12 months will be issued. All cancellations and requests for refunds 
must be made in writing. Fax (312.795.0747) or email (seminars@dri.
org) to DRI’s Accounting Department. Processing of refunds will occur 
within four weeks after the date of the seminar. All refunds will be 
processed in the same method that the payment was received. Sub-
stitutions may be made at any time without charge and must be sub-
mitted in writing.

Discounts
Group Discount The first and second registrations from the same 
firm or company are subject to the fees outlined previously. The reg-
istration fee for additional registrants from the same firm or com-
pany is $875, regardless of membership status if received on or before 
 January 16, 2017. After January 16, the group rate is $975. All registra-
tions must be received at the same time to receive the discount.

Travel Discounts DRI offers discounted meeting fares on various 
major air carriers for DRI Product Liability Conference attendees. 
To receive these discounts, please contact Direct Travel, DRI’s official 
travel provider, at 800.840.0908. As always, to obtain the lowest avail-
able fares, early booking is recommended.

 The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without the 
written permission of DRI.

 Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.
 A small portion of your room rate offsets the costs of the seminar.
 DRI policy provides there will be no group functions sponsored by 
others in connection with its seminars.

In-house counsel are eligible for free registration to DRI 
seminars. In-house counsel are defined as licensed attor-
neys, who are employed exclusively by a corporation or 
other private sector organization for the purpose of pro-
viding legal representation and counsel only to that cor-
poration, its affiliates and subsidiaries. In order to qualify 
for free registration, the individual must also be a DRI 
member and a member of DRI’s Corporate Counsel Com-
mittee. Offer excludes the DRI Annual Meeting.

In-House Counsel

Any member of DRI employed as a claims professional by 
a corporation or insurance company, who spends a sub-
stantial portion of his or her professional time hiring or 
supervising outside counsel in the representation of busi-
ness, insurance companies or their insureds, associa-
tions or governmental entities in civil litigation, will be 
entitled to free attendance at any DRI program. Limited 
to one seminar per calendar year. Offer excludes DRI 
Annual Meeting.

Claims Executives

The hotel block is limited and rooms 
and rates are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. You must 
make reservations by January 16, 
2017, to be eligible for the group 
rate. Requests for reservations 
made after January 16 are subject 
to room and rate availability.

A limited number of discounted hotel 
rooms have been made available at The 
Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, 3708 Las 
Vegas Boulevard South, Las Vegas, NV 
89109 (click here to view hotel photos).

Take advantage of the group rate of $249 
Single/Double in one of two ways:

Hotel Accommodations

1) Reserve online: Click here or visit dri.
org and go to the DRI Product Liability 
Conference page and click on the “Book 
hotel” button.

2) Or contact the hotel directly at 
702.698.7000 and mention the DRI 
Product Liability Conference.
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Joshua H. Abramson, Porzio Bromberg & Newman PC, 
New York, NY

Spencer S. Adams, Hyster-Yale Group Inc., Fairview, OR

Anthony V. Agudelo, Sugarman Rogers Barshak & Cohen PC, 
Boston, MA

Roland J. Amundsen, Kring & Chung Attorneys LLP, Irvine, CA
Brannon J. Arnold, Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins Gunn & Dial LLC, 

Atlanta, GA

Sean Beckstrom, Newell Brands Inc., Atlanta, GA

Denise Brinker Bense, Cozen O’Connor, Philadelphia, PA
J. Randolph (Randy) Bibb, Jr., Lewis Thomason, Nashville, TN
Christopher J. Bonanti, MEng, Engineering Systems Inc., 

Washington, DC
Christopher S. Branton, Hill Ward Henderson, Tampa, FL
Daniel M. Braude, Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, 

White Plains, NY

John P. Buckley, Western National Insurance Group, 
Edina, MN

David M. Cades, PhD, Exponent, Chicago, IL
R. Matthew Cairns, Gallagher Callahan & Gartrell PC, 

Concord, NH
Kathleen Ingram Carrington, Butler Snow LLP, Ridgeland, MS
Steven F. Casey, Jones Walker LLP, Birmingham, AL
Marie E. Chafe, Cornell & Gollub, Boston, MA
Edward B. Chansky, Greenberg Traurig LLP, Las Vegas, NV
Erwin Chemerinsky, University of California Irvine School 

of Law, Irvine, CA
Patrick P. Clyder, Swanson Martin & Bell LLP, Chicago, IL
James S. Cohen, PE, Thornton Tomasetti, Newark, NJ
Sandra L. Corbett, QC, Field Law, Edmonton, AB
Jessica Kozlov Davis, Pepper Hamilton LLP, Philadelphia, PA
Cynthia M. Day, MD, Biodynamic Research Corp., 

San Antonio, TX
Rosangela Delgado Barreto, Veirano Advogados, 

Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

Kristen Elizabeth Dennison, CNH Industrial America LLC, 
New Holland, PA

R. Dennis Donoghue, Donoghue & Associates Inc., Chicago, IL
Theodore Dorenkamp III, Bowman and Brooke LLP, 

Minneapolis, MN
Jay Evans, Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, Pittsburgh, PA
Sandra Giannone Ezell, Bowman and Brooke LLP, Richmond, VA
Richard Fama, Cozen O’Connor, New York, NY
Harris Neal Feldman, Parker McCay, Mount Laurel, NJ

Matthew D. Flesher, Textron Aviation Inc., Wichita, KS

Clinton (Clint) F. Fletcher, Nall & Miller LLP, Atlanta, GA

Katelyn J. Flynn, Deere & Co., Moline, IL

Michael T. Flynn, Joy Global Inc., Milwaukee, WI

J. Paul Frantz, PhD, CPSM, CPE, Applied Safety + Ergonomics, 
Ann Arbor, MI

Timothy R. Freeman, Sedgwick LLP, Newark, NJ
Paul F. Gordon, Foland Wickens Eisfelder Roper & Hofer PC, 

Kansas City, MO
Jonathan E. Hall, Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, 

Raleigh, NC

Jennifer L. Hamilton, Deere & Co., Moline, IL

Jeff G. Harmeyer, Harmeyer Law Group APC, San Diego, CA

Jerry K. Hashimura, Suzuki Motor of America Inc., Brea, CA

Peter J. Henein, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, Toronto, ON
Jonathan Hodes, Miller Thomson LLP, Vancouver, BC

Brian J. Hoffman, Kiewit Corp., Omaha, NE

Christopher Horkins, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, Toronto, ON
Joseph W. Hovermill, Miles & Stockbridge PC, Baltimore, MD
Justin D. Howard, McGuireWoods LLP, Raleigh, NC
Merton (Mert) A. Howard, Hanson Bridgett LLP, 

San Francisco, CA
Shelley G. Hurwitz, Holland & Knight LLP, Los Angeles, CA
James (Jim) T. Irvin III, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP, 

Columbia, SC

Jill M. Irvin, Bumble Bee Foods, San Diego, CA

Nilda M. Isidro, GOODWIN, New York, NY

Kathleen Anne Jackson, Cummins Inc., Indianapolis, IN

Travis Jackson, Kids II, Inc., Atlanta, GA

Thomas J. (TJ) Jarzyniecki, Jr., Kightlinger & Gray LLP, 
Indianapolis, IN

Mark W. Johnson, Newell Brands Inc., Atlanta, GA

Michael G. Jones, Martin Pringle Oliver Wallace & Bauer LLP, 
Wichita, KS

Daniel J. Kain, Littleton Joyce Ughetta Park & Kelly LLP, 
Radnor, PA

Jonathan Karas, Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co., 
Los Angeles, CA

Mark D. Katz, Coronado Katz LLC, Kansas City, MO
Glenn S. Kerner, GOODWIN, New York, NY

Scott Kirkpatrick, Coca-Cola Refreshments CA, Toronto, ON

Emily M. Knott, Deere & Co., Moline, IL

Andrea Studley Knowles, Sugarman Rogers Barshak & 
Cohen PC, Boston, MA

Click on any name to view bio.
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John (Jack) J. Laffey, Laffey Leitner & Goode LLC, Milwaukee, WI
Jeannine L. Lee, Stinson Leonard Street LLP, Minneapolis, MN
C. Dewayne Lonas, Moran Reeves Conn, Richmond, VA
Lindsay Lorimer, McMillan LLP, Toronto, ON
LaKeisha C. Marsh, Akerman LLP, Chicago, IL

Jose Luis Martin, Chevron Corp., San Ramon, CA

Amy Mass, The Hanover Insurance Group, Howell, MI

Conor A. McLaughlin, Thompson Hine LLP, Cleveland, OH
Michael E. McWilliams, Butler Snow LLP, Ridgeland, MS
Carol P. Michel, Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins Gunn & Dial LLC, 

Atlanta, GA
Gretchen N. Miller, Greenberg Traurig LLP, Chicago, IL
H. Lockwood (Chip) Miller III, Goldberg Segalla, Newark, NJ
Douglas R. Morr, MS, PE, S-E-A Ltd., Columbus, OH
Ryan Mrazik, Perkins Coie LLP, Seattle, WA
Beth Schneider Naylor, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Cincinnati, OH

Amy E. Neff, Evenflo Company, Inc., Miamisburg, OH

H. Michael O’Brien, Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & 
Dicker LLP, White Plains, NY

John A. Olah, Beard Winter LLP, Toronto, ON
Jodi Dyan Oley, Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC, 

Philadelphia, PA
Zach Olsen, Infinite Global, San Francisco, CA
Nicholas (Nick) C. Pappas, Frost Brown Todd LLC, 

Indianapolis, IN
Lisa Parliament, McMillan LLP, Toronto, ON
Michael Parrish, Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP, Vancouver, BC
William Perdue, American Home Furnishings Alliance, 

High Point, NC
Cheryl A. Possenti, Goldberg Segalla, Buffalo, NY
E. Todd Presnell, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, 

Nashville, TN
Eric L. Probst, Porzio Bromberg & Newman PC, Morristown, NJ
Jennifer Quinn-Barabanov, Steptoe & Johnson LLP, 

Washington, DC
John (Jay) R. Reid, Jr., McDonald Toole & Wiggins PA, 

Orlando, FL
Patrick H. Reilly, Faegre Baker Daniels LLP, Indianapolis, IN

Andrew M. Rink, JELD-WEN Inc., Charlotte, NC

D. Christopher Robinson, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Louisville, KY

Brian P. Roche, Riddell Inc., Rosemont, IL

Mark A. Rowe, Techtronic Industries Power Equipment, 
Anderson, SC

Anthony Michael Ruffolo, Honda Canada Inc., 
Markham, ON

Abby L. Sacunas, Cozen O’Connor, Philadelphia, PA

Anthony (Tony) Sammons, Dinsmore & Shohl LLP, 
Lexington, KY

Kyle D. Sandefur, Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, MI

William R. Seale, Bush Brothers & Co., Knoxville, TN

W. Jeffrey Sefton, Cintas Corp., Mason, OH

E. Paige Sensenbrenner, Adams and Reese LLP, 
New Orleans, LA

Samuel L. Sharpless, PE, CFEI, Rimkus Consulting Group Inc., 
Altamonte Springs, FL

Robert A. Shields, Wilson Turner Kosmo LLP, San Diego, CA
Mark D. Shifton, Seiger Gfeller Laurie LLP, Princeton, NJ
Sean W. Shirley, Balch & Bingham LLP, Birmingham, AL

Marie-Claude Simard, Bombardier Recreational Products, 
Valcourt, QC

Catherine B. Slavin, Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani LLP, 
Philadelphia, PA

Shayon T. Smith, The Hershey Co., Hershey, PA

David P. Stankovich, Werner Co., Greenville, PA

Michael J. Sullivan, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice LLP, 
Atlanta, GA

Anne M. Talcott, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt PC, Portland, OR
Facundo Viel Temperley, Marval O’Farrell & Mairal, 

Buenos Aires, Argentina
Jeffrey A. Travis, PE, SE, Exponent, Warrenville, IL
Sara M. Turner, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & 

Berkowitz PC, Birmingham, AL
Anton R. Valukas, Jenner & Block, Chicago, IL
Leonel (Len) M. van Zyl, PhD, ArrayXpress Inc., Raleigh, NC
James (Jim) J. Walter, Rancho Palos Verdes, California
Martha Sue Warren, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Kansas City, MO
Charles (Randy) R. Watson, IAAI-CFI, CFEI, CVFI, CFII, 

S-E-A Ltd., Duluth, GA

Jaclyn Ann Bryk Welsh, The JM Smucker Co., Orrville, OH

Craig L. Winterman, Herzfeld & Rubin LLP, Los Angeles, CA
John R. Woodard III, Coffey Senger & McDaniel, Tulsa, OK

Bettina W. Yip, Pet Food Express, Oakland, CA

Glenn M. Zakaib, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, Toronto, ON
Dennis P. Ziemba, Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC, 

Philadelphia, PA

View faculty bios on the Product Liability Conference Seminar 
webpage; click on “View speakers” button.
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S E M I N A R  S P O N S O R S
DRI wishes to thank our sponsors for their support at this year’s seminar! 

G O L D  S P O N S O R S

  
  

T   R   I   A    L      L   A   W  Y   E   R   S

W E I N B E R G   W H E E L E R
H U D G I N S  G U N N  &  D I A L

S I LV E R  S P O N S O R S

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S



Product Liability Conference
February 8–10, 2017 
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas | Las Vegas, NV

FORMAL NAME TITLE

NAME (as you would l ike it to appear on badge)

COMPANY/FIRM/L AW SCHOOL

ADDRESS

CIT Y STATE/PROVINCE ZIP/POST CODE

TELEPHONE FAX EMAIL

Please list any special needs 

Are you a first-time attendee at this DRI seminar?   Yes   No

How many attorneys  
are in your firm? 

What is your primary  
area of practice? 

REGISTRATION FEE

Registration fee includes seminar attendance, networking events, course materials, and access to the DRI App. DRI will 
email a link to download the course materials to all registrants two weeks in advance of the seminar.

  On or before After 
 Jan. 16, 2017 Jan. 16, 2017

 Member $975 $1,075

 Nonmember $1,205 $1,305

 Government Member $500

 Law Student Member FREE

 In-House Counsel Member* FREE

 Claims Executive Member* FREE

 Group Discount* $875 $975 (*as defined on page 9)

 Community Service Project FREE

 Brooklyn Bowl Event** Number of tickets  × $40/ticket = $  (**see page 8)

PAYMENT METHOD

 My check for  (USD) is enclosed.

 Please charge my   VISA   MasterCard   American Express.

Card #   Exp. Date 

Signature 

Please remit payment by MAIL to: 
DRI 
72225 Eagle Way, Chicago, IL 60678-7252

Please remit payment by COURIER to: 
JP Morgan, Attn: DRI LBX 72225 
131 S. Dearborn, 6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603

PHONE: 312.795.1101 | FAX: 312.795.0749 | EMAIL: seminars@dri.org | WEB: dri.org

3400-0200-21 
Product Liability

2017-0200B

For inclusion on the 

preregistration list and to receive 

course materials in advance, 

register by January 24, 2017.

Register online

Download form 
to fax or mail



55 West Monroe Street   |   Suite 2000   |   Chicago, IL 60603 USA

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
DRI

Committed to Diversity

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN DRI :  
A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE
DRI is the largest international membership organization of attorneys 
defending the  interests of business and individuals in civil litigation.

Diversity is a core value at DRI. Indeed, diversity, which includes sexual 
 orientation, is fundamental to the success of the organization, and we 
seek out and embrace the innumerable benefits and contributions that 
the  perspectives, backgrounds, cultures, and life experiences a diverse 
 membership provides.

Inclusiveness is the chief means to increase the diversity of DRI’s 
membership and leadership positions. DRI’s members and potential 
leaders are often also members and leaders of other defense 
organizations. Accordingly, DRI encourages all national, state, and 
local defense organizations to promote diversity and inclusion in their 
membership and leadership.


