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Porzio Welcomes Summer Associates Stuart 
Backer, Sivani Divakarla, Jessica Dufort and 
Michael Leon

June 20, 2023

Porzio welcomes summer associates Stuart Backer, Sivani Divakarla, Jessica Dufort and Michael Leon to the Morristown 
office. All four are students at Rutgers Law School – Newark, and Sivani, Jessica and Michael are members of the Minority 
Student Program.   
 
Stuart Backer is a rising second year law student at Rutgers School of Law. He earned a Bachelor of Science in Sports 
Management with a minor in Legal Studies from the University of Delaware. Before law school, Stuart was formerly a 
seasonal assistant with Porzio's Tax Team. This summer, Stuart will support the firm's Litigation Team.
 
Sivani Divakarla is a rising second year law student at Rutgers School of Law. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Accounting 
and Business Analytics and Information Technology (BAIT) from Rutgers University. Sivani will support the firm's Wealth 
Preservation Team's Tax department. 
 
Jessica Dufort is a rising second year law student at Rutgers School of Law. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Communication 
and Political Science, and a Master of Public Policy from Rutgers University.  Jessica will support the firm's Wealth 
Preservation Team's Trusts & Estates department. 
 
Michael Leon re-joins the firm as a rising third year law student at Rutgers School of Law after serving as a summer 
associate with Porzio's Litigation Department last year. Michael earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice. Before law school, he was a Bankruptcy paralegal at the law firm of Weitz & Luxenberg.  During 
the 2023 Spring semester, Michael interned at the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General, and in the Fall he will intern 
for the Honorable Jose R. Almonte, U.S. Magistrate, District of New Jersey. This summer, Michael will support the firm's 
Bankruptcy and Restructuring Team.
 

About Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, PC.

Founded in 1962, Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C. is a full-service law firm with over 90 lawyers throughout offices in 
Morristown, NJ; Trenton, NJ; Ocean City, NJ; New York, NY; Westborough, MA; Wilmington, DE; Philadelphia, PA; and San 
Juan, Puerto Rico.  The firm is committed to serving clients, providing high-quality work, and achieving results through legal 
strategy, advocacy, technology, and consulting services offered through the law firm and its two wholly-owned subsidiary 
companies.  The firm provides legal services in business law, employment, litigation, bankruptcy and restructuring, 
intellectual property and trademark, real estate, and other areas to businesses of all sizes ranging from start-up companies 
to Fortune 500 corporations, including public and private organizations.
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